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actually fighting each other over some disputed terri-
tory in the Wyoming valley.

What a condition of affairs in a nation which a short
time before had been fighting for its freedom! Wash-
ington and every other patriotic man realised that the
country could not continue in this manner, and that a
strong central government must be formed, which all
the States would obey, if utter ruin was to be averted.
So, in 1787, Washington was recalled from Mount
Vernon to preside over a great convention in Phila-
delphia. To this convention every State except Rhode
Island sent delegates, and the result of their meeting
was the present constitution of the United States of
America upon which all the laws and government of
that country depend.

The constitution provided that the country should be
governed by a President assisted by an upper and lower
house of Congress, and as soon as this constitution had
been ratified by the various States, it became necessary
to elect the first President of the new nation. Who
should this be? There was but one name on the lips of
almost every citizen, that of George Washington, and so,
on April 30, 1789, the man who had guided the thirteen
States through the war became the first leader to con-
duct them along the roads of peace.

Washington was twice President of the United States,
first in 1789, and again in 1793, and his supporters
wished him to stand a third time, but this he would
not do. So in 1797, the great chieftain finally stepped
down from his high position and returned to Mount
Vernon. There for three years he lived happy and con-